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"Where do the new
ITs stand?

As lIT aspirants consider their options,
we kick off an eight-part series profiling

the new institutions

HT Education Correspondent
B hteducation@hindistantimes com

n 2008, the union human

resources development min-

istry announced eight new
1ITs in a bid to set up institutes
of excellence throughout the
country, taking the number of
all ITTs to 15. Recently, the gov-
ernment said it would set up
four more of these as laid ou}
in the 12th five-year plan.

However, even as the new
ones are announced, the second

generation of IITs - in
Hyderabad, Ropar, Patna,
Gandhinagar, Indore,
Bhubaneswar, Mandi and
Jodhpur - seems to be strug-
gling to live up to the ITT brand,
with classes operating out of
makeshift eampuses, faculty
shortages and unfilled seats.

All they need is time, say for-
mer and present IIT directors.
IIT-Guwzhati, set up in 1995,
and is among twhe newer of
the old IITs, had its share of
similar problems and scepti-
cism, “There are issues when
any new IIT starts,” said
Gautam Barua, director of ITT-
Guwahati. “We started out 15
years ago, but when we moved
to the campus in 2000, within

time, everything had become
smooth.”

“}t all depends on my son's score.
Our first preference is, of course,
the old IITs, but we will definitely
consider the new ones as well, if
he can't make it to the estab-
lished institutes. The

quality can't be that different.”

. =Vilas Gatlewar, parent of IIT
aspirant

“The rationale was that
some parts of the country
don’t have an II'T” said
Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director
of IT-Madras. “There are so
many good candidates who
don't get through the JEE
(Joint Entrance Examination).”

Adding seats hasn't blunted
the competition, which means
the demand for an IIT educa-
tion is as high as ever; despite
an array of other options now
available. This year, 4.85 lakh
students competed for 7563
seats. Therefore, only one exam
taker out of every 64 got in.

“Students are considering
the new IITs as options,” says
Vinay Kumar, CEQ, Rao
Academy, which coaches
students for the IIT-JEE.
“However, in my experience,
these institutes are preferred
only after BITS Pilani, which is
more established.”

“I have received good feed-
back about the new IITs from
former students,” says Pravin
Tyagi, director, [ITianSpace,

a coaching institute. “What
they say s that the syllabus
remains the same, and only
the infrastructure is not at par
with the other IITs, !
That will take time.”

Full profile of IIT-Patna,

page 5

“I've heard that the quality of
education is not at par with the
older ITs, so frankly, 'm not con-
sidering the new lITs. | would
rather go to BITS Pilani or the

. Vellore Institute of Technolegy,

if | don't get into any of the estab-
lished UTs.”

= Mihir Kulkarni, HT aspirant
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DU, IIT, Jamia, JNU
take first step to plan
first meta university

Students can mix and match study modules of institutes,
create flexible currlculum for courses of their chmce

NAVEED [QBAL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

OUR of India’s leading
educational institutions
have begun consulta-
tions on a new collabo-
rative programme that will allow
students to mix and match study
modules these institutes offer,
and create a flexible curriculum.

Representatives from Delhi
University, Indian Institute of
Technology, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) and Jamia
Millia Islamia held their first
meeting this month to give
shape to the country’s first ‘meta
university’.

JNU Vice-Chancellor S K So-
pory, who represented the uni-
versity in the coordination meet-
ing, said the four universities are
trying to provide students the
best of choices and more courses.

“It is still at the preliminary
stages. The courses, credit sys-
tems and other minor details are
yet to be worked out,” Sopory
told Newsline.

Existing rules prohibit students
registered at one university from
attending classes or courses of-
fered at another, unless there are
exchange arrangements.

Delhi University Vice-Chan-

P-1 express newsline

ccllor Dinesh Smgh said work on
the collaboration began after
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh announced at a meeting of
the National Innovation Council

that the government was contem-

plating a meta university.

“The vice-chancellors of the
participating universities met af-
ter the announcement and it was
decided that as a pilot project,
these four universities in Delhi
will take it up,” DU V-C said.

Undert the system, the collabo-
rating universities will provide,
and recognise, credits to the stu-
dents for different courses and
facilitate student mobility across
disciplines.

Each of the four institutions
participating in the pilot project
has constituted a team of two
professors, who met about a

week ago to look into the intrica-

cies of starting such a university.
Jamia Vice-Chancellor Najeeb

Jung said, “No new campus

"would be required for this con-

cept. The current campuses of
these varsities will suffice for the
needs of the meta university.”
Jung said the university is likely
to start in July next year, A mem-
ber of the meta university delib-
erations panel from Jamia, S M
Sajid, said the idea is to pool in
resources and expertise from all
these universities and provide the

* best to the students,

The institutions will take up re-
search projects together in the fu-
ture, after consulting experts
from different fields. Sajid said
climate change, education and
public health are the areas that
will be worked upon.
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Less policing for
higher education
centres from 2012

APPROVAL PROCESS Regulators UGC, AICTE to trust
institutes, but will impose heavy penalty for misinformation

Chetan Chauhan

& chelan@hsdustantimes. com

NEW DELHE: Higher education is
set to see a measure of liberal-
isation as two regulators will no
more send their teams to
inspect the functioning of uni-
versities and other institutes
but rely on sell-disclosure by
the bodies they control,

However, the two higher edu-

=ation regulators — the All India

Couneil for Technieal Education
(AICTE) and University Grants
Commission (UGC) — will
impose a heavy penalty for giv-
ing incorrect information,

The exercise is in connection
with granting approval for
new courses or the upgrade of
facilities.

“We have provided the self-
disclosure statements of more
than 100K institutions on our
portal from next year,” said
AICTE chairman 55 Mantha.

The information relates to
infrastructural facilities such as
land and laboratories, teaching
stuff, ete.

It will be the council’s first

nspection and approva
regimes promote
corruption, sloth. We need
to move away from this
paradigm to authentication
and automatic approvals

Warking group report pregarad
by HRED ministry

major step towards the new
approval process. Mantha said
the council would trust the insti-
tutions for what they say,
“Inspection will be done only if
there is a complaint,” he said.

The UGC is also moving
HI"-'-"IIE‘dH a more tl‘:j]".lﬁpﬂ!'l‘.l'l.t
approval process and fund-dis-
bursal mechanism based on
acereditation by the National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council, an sutonomous insti-
tution under it.

Both regulators in the past
have received flak for imposing
inspector raj on the approval
process, resulting in allegations
of corruption.

“Ingpection and approval

regimes promote corruption
and sloth, We need to move
away from this paradigm to
authentication and automatic
approvals,” said a working group
report prepared by the HRD
ministry for the 12th five-vear
plan (2012-17).

Reforms in the approval pro-
cess have been pending for long
but now the government has
decided to act. The relevant data
on most of the institutions are
available online with the regu-
latory bodies.

The ministry also wants to
move from demand-based
grants to entitlement-bazed
ones with a measurable out-
come, “Central funds cannot be
the right of an institution,” a sen-
ior official said. “The institu-
tions should compete for cen-
tral government funds”,

The UGC administers more
than 75 schemes of funding to
central and state universities,
“The process of approval and
sanction iz not only time-con-
suming, it also suffers from
opagueness and prolixity,” the
ministry document had said,
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Super education

re%ulator gets
cabinet approval

Chetan Chauhan

# chetan@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE A single over-arching
independent body in place of
multiple higher education reg-
ulators to promote academic
excellence and research was
approved by union cabinet on
Tuesday, almost three years
after the idea was generated.

The National Council for
Higher Education and Research
(NCHER), which will subsume
existing regulators such as the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) and All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE),
will cover all streams of higher
education except the medical
and agricultural areas.

The NCHER will, however,
not get constitutional status as
recommended by academician
Professor Yash Pal in his report
in 2009 but would be an inde-
pendent statutory body outside
the purview of the HRD min-
istry. “It will be a body of aca-
demics for academics,” a gov-
ernment official said.

The council will be a 70-mem-
ber body with representation
from the states and profession-
al bodies to decide on policy
issues. The NCHER Bill pro-
poses to have an 11-member
executive commillee to execute
the council’s decisions.

COURSE CORRECTION

& National Council for Higher
Education and Research will
develop national curriculum for
higher education, This will bring
uniformity in courses and raise
quality of institutions

* To enforce credit system for
institutions. This will help stu-
dents migrate from one Institu~
tion to another and carry credits

* The new body will also
streamline fund flows

™ |kt will make appointment of

V-Cs transparent through a
national registry of academicians

The draft bill mandates the
council to bring reforms in high-
er education for setting up qual-
ity institutions across India with
an aim to increase the gross
enrolment ratio to 30% by 2020
from 20% in 2010.

There are over 11 million stu-
dents pursuing higher educa-
tion in more than 600 universi-
ties and 24,000 colleges in the
country today. In the next five |
years, the government expects
new 700 universities and 10,000
colleges mostly in the private
sector. To achieve this, the ceun-

cil is expected to shift from the. ¢

multiple-approval-based
approach to self-regulation
based on accreditation. i |
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Education reforms on backburner

T IS never easy to gauge

the acceptance of the

change process and the

mood of a nation in a co-

untry like India, which is
almost a sub-continent with
several intricacies at the social
and political level. The year
that is coming to an end, in
particular, has been a difficult
year for the country. Issues like
corruption are at centre stage
and next-generation reforms,
on matters that are vital for so-
cial, educational, industrial
and economic transformation,
have completely lost the mo-
mentum. This certainly is not
a good sign for an economy
that is under pressure. The St-
ate needs cogent action to en-
sure accountability and trans-
parency for fighting the evils
that spread through corruption
and corrosion of value systems.
Both these aspects are linked
with social and political re-
forms but they are more linked
with change in the 2ducation
systern —night from primary to
higher education level,

It is in this demain that gov-
ernments at the centre and in
the states have failed to keep
up the tempo of reforms. The
minister for HRD claims that
they have taken several deci-
sions in the education sector,
the kinds of which have not
been taken in the past sixty
years. They, for the past two
and half years, are making the
claim that revamping of the
entire education system is on
the anvil. The ministry claims
that as many as 13 bills are
pending in Parliament. The
minister almest shows help-
lessness in accelerating the
Pprocess of getting bills through
the Partiament.

However, this does not re-
flect the complete picture. Re-
cently the four reports of HRD
standing committee on the
bills related to the national ac-
credrtation reglyfatody aiithoi-

ty for higher educational insti- '

tutions, the entry of foreign ed-

Arun Nigavekar

X

URGE FOR GROWTH: Educational institutions in small towns are more cager for enabling policies and clear

operating strategies that would bring them into the mainframe of economic change

ucational institutions, the edu-
cational tribunal and the pro-
hibition of unfair practices in
technical educational institu-
tions, medical educational in-
stitutions and universities
have been submitted to the
HRD rministry. These recom-
mendations reflect the broad
cross-party consensus and ev-
en though it is the prerogative
of the ministry either to accept
them or to medify or reject
them, it is yet not clear what is
the stand of the ministry on
these reports,

It is now quite evident that
these bills may not come to
discussion in the present ses-

reforms in education that are

still at a preliminary level. The
concept of creation of an um-
brella structure for all the im-.
portant legal entities that deal
with higher and technical ed-
ucation, namely bodies like

tives are taken and funds are
not being used. Internal infor-
mation indicates that UGC
has just used 30 per cent of
plan allocations. The entire
system has lost its focus. Bod-

UGC, AICTE and 11 other ies like UGC and AICTE sho-

such bodies connected with
medical, legal, and other pro-
fessional disciplines, is not
getting past the ministerial
level itself and hence this im-
portant bill that would bring a
broader uniformity in profes-
sional and educational system
is put on the back burner.
These delays create com-
pletely non-functioning agen-
cies; this is what is happening

Cdiorl of Parharnent:‘Theté aret!! 4% both UGC and AICTE" 1164t M3t Cars
rnany other important bills on’

N

uld have members that truly
reflect the best in the domain,
they should come from ciffer-
ent parts of the country and
should reflect every layer of
the educational system — st-
ate universities, central uni-
versities, national institutions
and so on.

If one looks at the member-
ship of the Commission today
one can see that state universi-

of the total number of profes-
sional and higher educational
institutes — are not on the
radar of the HRD ministry.
They prefer persons from cities
like Delhi, Mumbai and other
metros than many other places
where meaningful changes are
happening at the delivery and
quality level. Indeed, the larger

. part of India is outside the met-

ros. Educational institutions in
rural areas and small towns are
facing the challenges and aspi-

“rations of the youth and are-

more eager for enabling poli-
ctes and clear operating strate-
gies that would bring them into
the mainframe of economic
change. They want technology,
they want connectivity and
they desire to be a part of the
skill develepment revolution,
Kapil Sibal, in a recent de-
bate held at Mumbai, gave an
impressive speech, but said
that the opposition, even
though they agree with re-
forms and also the bills when
discussed on phone, change
the approach when the matter
comes before the business
committee. The common
man does not know what is
truly happerang, but one
thing is certain that in the
past 12 months things have
gone from bad to worse, at a
grass root level. Children from
220 million families in this
country are suffering and are
slowly losing faith in the sys-
tem. This is a bad sign. The
true power of democracy co-
mes alive when state, busine-
ss, academicians and society
engage in challenging each ot-
her, not to create chaos but to
create harmony. Education is
too precious a commodity to
become a pelitical battlegro-
und. We hope 2012 brings gr-
eater sense in the minds of th-
ose who make the policies and
those who implement them.

y the maximup?ild 10 15 #Fhe writer is Hforhen

They have gone's fiuch info ** burdeh of educating the youths' ' ' chdirman of UGC and former

their shell that no new initia-

— they constitute 80 per cent

VC of University of Pune)
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he Indian Institute of

Technology (IIT)-

Patna is housed in a

10-acre transit
accommodation on the New
Government Polytechnic
campus in Patliputra Colony.
The institute does not have
the feel of a college campus,
rather the buildings resemble
army barracks. It has been
given 500 acres at Bihta, 25
km from the state capital, by
the Bihar goyernment, but is
waiting for the ministry of
human resource develop-
ment to release the funds it
needs to start construction
work there.

Currently, the main campus
is split into four clusters —
the three-storied institute
building (housing a computer
centre, electrical lab, electron-
its lab, large-scale integration
lab, communication lab,
physics and chemistry lab,
faculty office, library and most
of the classrooms); an extend-
ed mechanical engineering
workshop, which resembles a
locomotive shed; advance

electrical lab next to the can-

teen; and the science building,
which was rid of police
encroachment only two years
ago, and now houses the
optics lab and material sci-
ence lab besides the depart-
ments of physics, chemistry -
and mathematics.

The hardware lab, a class-
room, conference hall and a
section of the faculty sitting
room and the scholars sitting
place is outside the main cam-
pus, adjacent to what was

Gymkhana

“The best partis the
good faculty and the
high teacher-student
ratio. But we do not
have proper areas
for games”

Kumar Shiladitya, YP, Students’

HT-Patna Is housed in a ten-acre transit complex in the New

BGovernment Polytechnic

conceived as the Software
Technology Park of India. The
temporary campus has four
boys' hostels across the road,
but the girls’ hostel is located
2 km away, and it has virtually
no sports facilities.

A
Infrastructure
s Campus: In a temporary 10-
acre complex on the New
Government Polytechnic cam-
pus in Patliputra Colony,
Patna
u Hostels: Four for men;
female students stay in a
building about two km from

the institute,

s Messes: Two for men and
ohe for women

= Laboratories: 36 labs—
nine for mechanieal engineer-
ing, eight for electrical
engineering, four for
computer science, eight for
physices, six for chemistry and
one for humanities

s Classrooms: 11 classrooms
spread across three clusters
of buildings

m Sports facilities: The
institute does not have tennis
courts or a swimming pool.
Students began to play

“My priority is to get
the campus at Binta
ready soon. We've
got 500 acres of

for funds to start
construction”

Anil K Bhowmick, director

land. We are waiting
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The institute still operates from a temporary cami)us
and doesn t have sports facilities or a girls hoste

BASIC FACTS -

Vo Opened on: August 6
2008 - .
-* Highest ranktogam
~'entry this yearinthe

¢ general category: 3324
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" . » Lowest rank to gain

entrythisyearinthe .
general category: 4586
= Seats: 120 seats, 115 took -
© admission this year; five
- arevacant o
_ m Previous years’ vacan- -
cies: Three in 2010, 29 in
2009 and 28 in 2008
., Faculty: The institute
. has 55 members in the
i academic staff and no -
vacancies; the goalisto - -
increase thisto 70 to 5 by
¢ March next year
= Students: 495; 456 men ’ ‘}‘,
: and 39 women . .
» 'I'eacher—student ratio
.19

. ;e- et

¥
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cricket and soccer almost
two years after the institute
was established, after it
rented a building belonging to.
the Software Technology
Park of India behind a boy’s
hostel. Female students do
not have an area for sports

u Placemerits: The
placements cell has contacted
around 25 companies this
year, of which Microsoft,
Hero MotoCop and Tata
Motors have already extend-
ed offers to six students, three
each from mechanical engi-
neering and computer sci-
ence. Recruitment of electri-
cal engineering students
began on December 2

Student life

» Annual festival: Anwesha
attracted participants even
from outside India. Students
do have a problem raising
sponsorship money from
public and private companies
for the annual event.

a Clubs: There are six major
clubs: cultural, literary,
sports, technieal, environ-
ment and photography. Of
these, the cultural and

. literary clubs are the most

popular



FPublication: The Times Of India Delhy; Date: Dec 21, 2011, =ection: Times Mation Fage: 19,

Page 7 of 9

Sibal moves Copyright Bill

Amendment Seeks To Bring Law In Tune With Intl Treaties

TIMES NEWSNETWORK

New Delhi: Afterbeingdisal-
lowwred by the opposition last
weell, Union HRD minister
Kapil 8ibal on Tuesday
moved a bill in the Rajya
Sabha to amend the Copy-
right Act.

The Copyright (Amend-
menty Bill, 2010, sesks to
amend the Copyright Act,
1857, to fine-tune it with rele-
vant international treaties
and to introduce a system of
statutory licensing to protect
the owmers of literary or mu-
sical worls,

Bibal moved the bill for
“consideration and passing™
amid uproar by the opposi-
tion in the Upper House
over adifferent issue. The op-
position members were de-

manding home minister P
Chidambaram’s resignation
alleging that he had helpad
a Delhi-based hotelier, whao
was hiz former client. But,
Sibal could still manage to
mowe the bill.

Theopposition parties, in-
cluding BJER AIADME and
TDP had prevented him from
moving the bill last weelt, al-

The Copyright (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2010, seeks to
amend the Copyright Act,
1957, to fine-tune it with

| relevant international
treaties and to introduce a
system of statutory licens-
ing to protect the owners
of literary or musical works

leging that there was a “con.
flict of interest”. The mem-
bers had s=said that the
minister cannot move the bill
since his lawyer son repre-
senteda musiccompany
“According to Rule 284 of
Parliament’s Ethics Commit-
tes, & member having direct
or indirect interest 1n a mat-
ter cannot move a bill.. He

has conflict of interest,” JD
(Uymember Shivanand Tiwa-
r1 had said while preventing
Sibal firorm moving it.

After question hour, Sibal
could beseen talliing to Tiwa-
ri. 8ibal also spoke to BID's
Pyart Mohan Mohapatra,
seeliing his support. Later;
nominated member  Javed
Aldhtar could be seen inter-
acting with Tiwari and com-
merce mumster Anand Shar-
mawentovertos 8 Ahluwalia
(BJP) to build consensus over
the bill. As the deputy chair-
person announced tabling of
the bill, BJP members could
be heard demanding action
against Chidambaram and
CPM members trooped into
the well of the House on the
Nullaperivar dam issue. The
House was then adjourmed.
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Nehru Place finds

a notorious place
on world map

Agencies, HTC

® letiers@hindusiantimes com

WASHINGTON/MNEW DELHI An official
U8 report has identified Nehru

Place in New Delhi among the
30 most notorious I'T markets

of the world dealing in goods

and services that infringe intel-
lectual property rights.

“Nehru Place is reportedly

one of the many markets in
major cities throughout India
that are known for dealing in
large volumes of pirated soft-
ware, pirated optical media con-
taining movies and music, and

counterfeit goods,” said the

report released by the TS trade
representative (USTR) on
Wednesday.

This is the second time that
Mehuu Place, Asias biggest com-
puter and accessories market,
has featured in the USTR list.
The first was in March.

Housing arcund 3,000 shops,
most of which deal in comput-
ers, software and accessories,
Nehru Place is estimated to gen-

erate an annmued revenue of more

than 5,000 crore.

“There have been anti-pira-
¢y drives at Nehru Place that
have largely targeted the retail-

ers, but the need is to generate

awareness among people so that
the demand for pirated prod-
uets goes down,” said Sumanta
Mukherjee, lead analyst at
Cybermedia Research,

SEEDY HUB

m Nehru Place is one of the 30
mast notorous markets in the
world selling pirated or fake
computers, software, acces-
sories and music and movie CDs
u [t features in the
Out-of-Cycle Review of
Notorious Markets report of the
US trade representative

= With 3.000 shops, the market
in south Delhi generates revenue
of about 35,000 cr annually

Mukherjee felt that if prices
of original products, especially
software, are brought on par
with international prices, the
demand for pirated products
will come down considerably.

“A case in point is the price
of mobile handsets. As handset
prices in India are comparable
with those in other global
locales, piracy of mobile hand-
sei= has seen a sharp dip,” he
pointed out.

“The encroachment in the
market by vendors encourages
selling of pirated software and
other accessories. The authori-
ties have failed to act against
thiese vendors, who ame seattered
all around,” said V Krishnan of
the Progressive Channels
Association of Information
Technology, which has a major
stake in Nehru Place.
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Indians invited for new Oxford scholarships

LONDON: To attract the best students in the world, Oxford
Universityv's Blavatnik School of Government has announced
10 new scholarships that will be open to candidates from
India. The ten scholarships will cover all tuition fees and liv-
ing costs for students taking the School's innovative one-year
Master of Public Policy degree.



